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lMMACULATE CONCEPTION
CATHOLIC CHURCH

P.O. Box 158, LAKELAND, LA 70752
PARISH OFFICE: 627-5124 | RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE: 627-5819
IMMACULATECONCEPTIONLAKELAND.COM

STAFF

Pastor: Rev. C. Todd Lloyd
Business Manager: Patti Aguillard
Religious Education: Dina Tunstall
Music Coordinator: Jody Doucet

MASS TIMES

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM
Sunday Masses: 7:00, 9:00, & 11:00 AM
Daily Masses: Tues. 6:00 PM & Wed.-Sat. 8:00 AM

Care of the Sick: For emergencies please call
immediately. Eucharist is brought to the

sick weekly. Families of those who are sick are
encouraged to notify the Parish Office as soon as
possible.

Reconciliation: Tues. 5:00 PM & Sat. 3:00 PM

Marriage: Couples are asked to contact the priest at
the beginning of the period of engagement or at
least six months prior to the projected date of
marriage.

Baptism: Celebrated monthly. Please contact
the Parish Office during early months of
pregnancy. Baptism preparation is required.



Scriptures for the Week

Monday: Eph 2:1-10; Ps 100:1b-5; Lk 12:13-21
Tuesday: Eph 2:12-22; Ps 85:9ab-14; Lk 12:35-38
Wednesday: Eph 3:2-12; Is 12:2-3, 4bcd-6; Lk 12:39-48
Thursday: Eph 3:14-21; Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 1 1-12, 18-19;
Lk 12:49-53

Friday: Eph 4:1-6; Ps 24:1-4ab, 5-6; Lk 12:54-59
Saturday: Eph 4:7-16; Ps 122:1-5; Lk 13:1-9

Sunday: Ex 22:20-26; Ps 18:2-4, 47, 51;

| Thes 1:5¢-10; Mt 22:34-40

Thanksgiving Food Bank

The ICC Food Bank is busy making preparations for
Thanksgiving. Each year, we do our best to supply the
Food Bank participants with a special Thanksgiving box,
including a turkey. If you would like to help by making a
monetary donation, please contact Kris Chustz at (225)
620-7507.

Your Stewardship

Collections $ 8,602.34

God Bless Our Troops

Please remember all of our troops overseas, especially
members of Immaculate Conception Parish Family:

Jordan Todd Aguillard, Air Force; Jules Craig Cifreo,
Air Force.; Samuel Edward Guidroz, Navy; Quinton T.
Gaspard, P.F.C., Army; Zachary Carl Rollins, Marines.

Prayer Requests

Aguillard Family, Leslie Aguillard, Shaunda Allement,
Trevor Allement, Tim Amond, Gary Bello, Shirley Blau-
velt, Kyle Cabalero, Linda Cheek, Lee Joseph Comeaux,
Brittany Costello, Jean David, Brilynn Davis, Ronald
Decuir, Wanda Decuir, Malachi Engen, Shannan Everett,
Deborah Fountain, Robert Geier, Jr., Alfred Gremillion,
Joe Guarino, Pamela Vicknair Harrington, Lyndon Lynn
Hernandez, Earl Jarreau, Sr., Laura Jarreau, Sharon Jar-
reau, Tess Jarreau, Reid LaComb, Kevin LeBlanc, Kay
Lee, Larry Lee, Janey Lively, Janice Marks, Doug Matte,
Rob Melacon, Troy Menier, Gail Metz, Sheldon Moses,
Linda Olinde, Corey Patin, David Patin, John Gary Patin,
Jr., Abigail Politz, Shelby Porche, Dotti Purpera, Michael
Roche, Hank Ryan, Hunter Schurba, Lou Sherman, Anna
Graves Smith, Timmy Smith, Sr., James Thames, Sonny
Trabeaux, Ainsley Wolf.

This Week at 1.C.C.

Rel. Ed Class Grade 11th
@ 9:30am.

Rel. Ed Class Grade 2nd
@ 5pm.

PAL Meeting

@ 6pm Rm#2

10/18

10/20

Blessing of the Graves
Saturday, October 31st

Morning mass will begin at 8am at Chenal Cemetery
(weather permitting). Blessing of the Graves at 9am.
Lakeland Cemetery immediately follows.

All Saints Day
Sunday, November 1st

Masses

7am, 9am and 11am

40 Days For Life 2020

This fall, churches throughout our city and region will
unite for the Fall campaign of 40 Days for Life - an in-
ternational, forty-day focused effort to pray and fast for
an end to abortion, starting on September 23rd and end-
ing on November 1st.

In addition to forty days of prayer and fasting, we will
participate in peaceful prayer from 7am till 7pm outside
of Delta abortion facility, located at 756 Colonial Drive
in Baton Rouge.

For more information please visit our website at:
www.40DaysForLifeBR.com or contact Danielle Van
Haute at (225) 242-0164 or at dvanhaute@diobr.org.

From The Pastor’s Desk

In Christ,

It was the best of times, it was the worst of times,
it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, it
was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it
was the season of Light, it was the season of Darkness, it
was the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair, we
had everything before us, we had nothing before us, we
were all going direct to Heaven, we were all going direct
the other way — in short, the period was so far like the
present period, that some of its noisiest authorities in-
sisted on its being received, for good or for evil, in the
superlative degree of comparison only.



These famous words are the opening of Charles
Dickens’ novel A Tale of Two Cities. This story takes
place during the time period leading into the French
Revolution. Depending on one’s point of view, political
opinions, and station in life, it could be considered a great
time of progress, or a bad time of destruction. Any faith-
ful Catholic would consider it to be mostly the latter.

The debate about whether a time period is good
or bad, best or worst, is not uncommon throughout his-
tory. There have been many instances when people found
themselves wondering “am I living in the worst time
ever?” Yet, in those same times you would find people
who were doing well, advancing in station, benefiting
from the changes of the time, and thus would certainly
disagree with the notion that the era was bad. We live in
one of those times.

It is a common topic amongst social commentary
writers to consider the goodness and badness of our time.
No doubt the year 2020AD will be marked as an unusual
year thanks to panic about a pandemic, economic strug-
gles, natural disasters, political and social unrest. Within
the Catholic Church, the oldest and historically the most
stable institution in the world, there is attrition, confusion
and scandal. Despite the overall negative sentiment about
the present situation, many Catholic writers have taken up
the task of telling their readers to not be too pessimistic.
According to them there have been worse times in the
history of western culture and Christianity.

The objective qualities and parameters one uses
to make comparisons have a deciding factor on whether
one finds an era better or worse than another. If we were
to look at the issue of pandemics, COVID is not nearly as
fatal or severe as pandemics of the past. There have been
far worse times of open violent warfare and greater
threats to western civilization. With regards to economic,
political, and social stability, one could arguably say there
have been more fragile times in U.S. history. And as far
as the Church goes, there have been times when persecu-
tion was far worse (e.g. ancient Rome), blatant heresy
was more common amongst some Church leadership (4™
century Arian heresy), and today we do not have any seri-
ous questions about who the pope is, where as there have
been times in the past when multiple men claimed to be
pope and their claim acknowledged by differing camps
even within the hierarchy (e.g. Schism of 1378). By all
these standards, and others, we are living in a better time.

On the other hand, these do not take into consid-
eration other factors that are not as obvious and that may
only become clear with the advantage of hindsight. Some
believe the threats in our own time are more insidious and
less overt than pandemics, natural disasters, foreign ene-
mies, or political and clerical turmoil. Instead the impor-
tant issues of this time may be philosophical issues being
adopted by large swaths of the population and Catholics.
Apathy, ambivalence, and even contentment towards per-
vasive evils such as Islam, Marxism, sexual amorality,

moral relativism, and materialism may be the factors that
will determine whether ours is a time of good or bad.

Finally, there is a whole other issue which cannot
be assessed materially or philosophically. Namely, are
souls living in a certain time more or less disposed to
salvific grace? Are people of this time period headed to
heaven or “direct the other way”? Religiously speaking,
the worst time in history will be that time when the most
souls went to hell, and the best time will be when the
most souls went to heaven. The average ecclesial, mate-
rial, political, environmental, social, medical, etc. stan-
dard of living for a certain time will be irrelevant once the
occupants of that time period have entered eternity. By
this standard, whether our time in comparison to others is
better or worse is something we will not know until we
get to our final destination.

Ultimately this debate and comparing of epochs is
useless to the people who occupy a specific time and
place in history. Whether we live in a good or bad time,
the best or worst time, has little bearing on how we
should live. We should live so as to become saints. This
will be what determines if this time period is good for you
and for me: if we go to heaven. And all the other factors
by which one may judge if an era was good or bad has no
say so on whether a person is saved. Whether good, mod-
erate, or bad — the best or worst of times — this is the time
which God has given us to become saints, and he has pro-
vided all that we need for that end; specifically the grace
of Jesus Christ. It is our duty to dispose ourselves to that
grace through right faith, the sacraments of the Church,
and an upright moral life. If we do that, then we will stand
opposed to the evils mentioned above and contribute to
the goodness of the time period in which we live.

Fifteen hundred years ago St. Augustine, who
lived during a time when western civilization was suffer-
ing due to the ravenous spread of barbarians and political
disintegration, preached these words: “Bad times! Trou-
blesome times!” This men are saying. Let our lives be
good; and the times are good. We make our times, such
as we are, such are the times. But what can we do? We
cannot, it may be, convert the mass of men to a good life.
But let the few who do give ear live well; let the few who
live well endure the many who live ill. ... Yet as we cannot
be without evil men, let us, as I have said, while we live
pour out our groans before the Lord our God, and endure
the evils, that we may attain to the things that are good.
Let us not find fault with the Master of the household; for
He is loving to us. He bears us, and not we him. He knows
how to govern what He made; do what He has bidden,
and hope for what He has promised.

Totus Tuus,
Fr. Todd Lloyd
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