IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
CATHOLIC CHURCH
P.O. Box 158, Lakeland, LA 70752
Parish Office: 627-5124 | Religious Education Office: 627-5819
Immaculateconceptionlakeland.com

STAFF
Pastor: Rev. C. Todd Lloyd
Business Manager: Patti Aguillard
Religious Education: Dina Tunstall
Music Coordinator: Jody Doucet

MASS TIMES
Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM
Sunday Masses: 7:00, 9:00, & 11:00 AM
Daily Masses: Tues. 6:00 PM & Wed.-Sat. 8:00 AM
Care of the Sick: For emergencies please call
immediately. Eucharist is brought to the
sick weekly. Families of those who are sick are
encouraged to notify the Parish Office as soon as
possible.
Reconciliation: Tues. 5:00 PM & Sat. 3:00 PM
Marriage: Couples are asked to contact the priest at
the beginning of the period of engagement or at
least six months prior to the projected date of
marriage.
Baptism: Celebrated monthly. Please contact
the Parish Office during early months of
pregnancy. Baptism preparation is required.

Scriptures for the Week
Monday: Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12; Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9;
1 Cor 3:9c-11, 16-17; Jn 2:13-22
Tuesday: Ti 2:1-8, 11-14; Ps 37:3-4, 18, 23, 27, 29;
Lk 17:7-10
Wednesday: Ti 3:1-7; Ps 23:1b-6; Lk 17:11-19
Thursday: Phlm 7-20; Ps 146:7-10; Lk 17:20-25
Friday: 2 Jn 4-9; Ps 119:1-2, 10-11, 17-18;
Lk 17:26-37
Saturday: 3 Jn 5-8; Ps 112:1-6; Lk 18:1-8
Sunday: Prv 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31; Ps 128:1-5;
1 Thes 5:1-6; Mt 25:14-30 [14-15, 19-21]

Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time
November 8, 2020
Stay awake, for you know neither
the day nor the hour.
— Matthew 25:13

Your Stewardship
Collections
Building Fund

$ 11,476.00

$

733.00

God Bless Our Troops
Please remember all of our troops overseas, especially
members of Immaculate Conception Parish Family:
Jordan Todd Aguillard, Air Force; Jules Craig Cifreo,
Air Force.; Samuel Edward Guidroz, Navy; Quinton T.
Gaspard, P.F.C., Army; Zachary Carl Rollins, Marines.

Prayer Requests
Aguillard Family, Leslie Aguillard, Shaunda Allement,
Trevor Allement, Tim Amond, Gary Bello, Shirley Blauvelt, Kyle Cabalero, Linda Cheek, Brittany Collins, Lee
Joseph Comeaux, Brittany Costello, Jean David, Brilynn
Davis, Ronald Decuir, Wanda Decuir, Mary Doris Deculus, Malachi Engen, Shannan Everett, Deborah Fountain,
Robert Geier, Jr., Alfred Gremillion, Joe Guarino, Pamela
Vicknair Harrington, Lyndon Lynn Hernandez, Earl Jarreau, Sr., Laura Jarreau, Sharon Jarreau, Tess Jarreau,
Reid LaComb, Kevin LeBlanc, Kay Lee, Larry Lee,
Janey Lively, Janice Marks, Doug Matte, Rob Melacon,
Troy Menier, Gail Metz, Sheldon Moses, Linda Olinde,
Christine Patin, Corey Patin, David Patin, John Gary
Patin, Jr., Abigail Politz, Shelby Porche, Dotti Purpera,
Michael Roche, Hank Ryan, Hunter Schurba, Lou
Sherman, Anna Graves Smith, Timmy Smith, Sr., James
Thames, Sonny Trabeaux, Ainsley Wolf.

This Week at I.C.C.
11/10

Rel. Ed Class - Grade 2nd
@ 5pm.

11/11

Peer Bereavement Support Group
@ 5:30pm Rm#2.

Food Bank Thanksgiving
The ICC Food Bank is busy making preparations for
Thanksgiving. Each year, we do our best to supply the
Food Bank participants with a special Thanksgiving box,
which includes a turkey. If you would like to help by
making a monetary donation, please contact Kris Chustz
at (225) 620-7507.

2020
Thanksgiving Mass Schedule
November 25th
Regular 8am Mass.
Thanksgiving Mass at 6pm.

November 26th
No Mass.

November 27th
Regular 8am Mass.

Advent Penance Service
Wednesday, December 2nd
5pm - 7pm

From The Pastor’s Desk
In Christ,
As I write this (Tuesday) people are still casting votes for, among other things, the election of the
President of the United States. By the time you read
it, hopefully all the results have been finalized. Regardless of the outcomes there are a few things we
can be certain of: Jesus Christ still sits on the throne
as King of the universe, His disciples are still His
people first, and those who choose to reject Him also
hate His people and will continue to rebel against His
rule and persecute His people. This is not said to be
disheartening or pessimistic. Rather it is a matter of

faith, based on what Jesus says in the gospels: “If the
world hates you, realize that it hated me first. If you
belonged to the world, the world would love its own;
but because you do not belong to the world, and I
have chosen you out of the world, the world hates
you” (John 15:18-19).
There is a Greek document written in the 2nd
Century called the Epistle to Diognetus. It was a
Christian apologetic, explaining the faith to someone. Nothing is really known about either the author
or recipient, but based on language clues it is widely
considered to be written by a disciple of St. John the
Apostle, and written to someone of importance in the
Roman Empire. A portion of the letter talks about
what distinguishes Christians from the rest of the
world, which I wish to share with you in full:
“Christians are indistinguishable from other
men either by nationality, language or customs. They
do not inhabit separate cities of their own, or speak a
strange dialect, or follow some outlandish way of
life. Their teaching is not based upon reveries inspired by the curiosity of men. Unlike some other
people, they champion no purely human doctrine.
With regard to dress, food and manner of life in general, they follow the customs of whatever city they
happen to be living in, whether it is Greek or foreign.
“And yet there is something extraordinary
about their lives. They live in their own countries as
though they were only passing through. They play
their full role as citizens, but labor under all the disabilities of aliens. Any country can be their homeland, but for them their homeland, wherever it may
be, is a foreign country. Like others, they marry and
have children, but they do not expose them. They
share their meals, but not their wives.
“They live in the flesh, but they are not governed by the desires of the flesh. They pass their days
upon earth, but they are citizens of heaven. Obedient
to the laws, they yet live on a level that transcends
the law. Christians love all men, but all men persecute them. Condemned because they are not understood, they are put to death, but raised to life again.
They live in poverty, but enrich many; they are totally destitute, but possess an abundance of everything. They suffer dishonor, but that is their glory.
They are defamed, but vindicated. A blessing is their
answer to abuse, deference their response to insult.
For the good they do they receive the punishment of
malefactors, but even then they, rejoice, as though
receiving the gift of life. They are attacked by the

Jews as aliens, they are persecuted by the Greeks, yet
no one can explain the reason for this hatred.
“To speak in general terms, we may say that
the Christian is to the world what the soul is to the
body. As the soul is present in every part of the body,
while remaining distinct from it, so Christians are
found in all the cities of the world, but cannot be
identified with the world. As the visible body contains the invisible soul, so Christians are seen living
in the world, but their religious life remains unseen.
The body hates the soul and wars against it, not because of any injury the soul has done it, but because
of the restriction the soul places on its pleasures.
Similarly, the world hates the Christians, not because
they have done it any wrong, but because they are
opposed to its enjoyments.
“Christians love those who hate them just as
the soul loves the body and all its members despite
the body’s hatred. It is by the soul, enclosed within
the body, that the body is held together, and similarly, it is by the Christians, detained in the world as
in a prison, that the world is held together. The soul,
though immortal, has a mortal dwelling place; and
Christians also live for a time amidst perishable
things, while awaiting the freedom from change and
decay that will be theirs in heaven. As the soul benefits from the deprivation of food and drink, so Christians flourish under persecution. Such is the Christian’s lofty and divinely appointed function, from
which he is not permitted to excuse himself.”
Let us pray for the grace necessary to fulfill
our vocation to holiness and evangelization in the
world, not despite persecution and the spread of evil,
but precisely because of it. Persecution will continue
and perhaps increase as enemies of Christ become
more enraged or empowered depending on election
results. And to that, we Christians say “bring it on”,
because we flourish under persecution.
Totus Tuus,
Fr. Todd Lloyd
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