IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
CATHOLIC CHURCH
P.O. Box 158, Lakeland, LA 70752
Parish Office: 627-5124 | Religious Education Office: 627-5819
Immaculateconceptionlakeland.com

STAFF
Pastor: Rev. C. Todd Lloyd
Business Manager: Patti Aguillard
Religious Education: Dina Tunstall
Music Coordinator: Jody Doucet

MASS TIMES
Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM
Sunday Masses: 7:00, 9:00, and 11:00 AM
Daily Masses: Tues. 6:00 PM & Wed.-Sat. 8:00 AM
Care of the Sick: For emergencies please call
immediately. Eucharist is brought to the
sick weekly. Families of those who are sick are
encouraged to notify the Parish Office as soon as
possible.
Reconciliation: Tues. 5:30 PM & Sat. 3:00 PM
Marriage: Couples are asked to contact the priest at
the beginning of the period of engagement or at
least six months prior to the projected date of
marriage.
Baptism: Celebrated monthly. Please contact
the Parish Office during early months of
pregnancy. Baptism preparation is required.

Scriptures for the Week
Monday: Acts 11:1-18; Ps 42:2-3; 43:3, 4;
Jn 10:11-18
Tuesday: Acts 11:19-26; Ps 87:1b-7; Jn 10:22-30
Wednesday: Acts 12:24 — 13:5a; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8;
Jn 12:44-50
Thursday: Acts 13:13-25; Ps 89:2-3, 21-22, 25, 27;
Jn 13:16-20
Friday: Acts 13:26-33; Ps 2:6-11ab; Jn 14:1-6
Saturday: Acts 13:44-52; Ps 98:1-4; Jn 14:7-14
Sunday: Acts 6:1-7; Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19;
1 Pt 2:4-9; Jn 14:1-12

Your Stewardship
Collections

$ 5,095.00

Prayer To
St. Michael the Archangel
Saint Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. Be our
protection against the malice and snares of the devil. May
God rebuke him we humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince
of the Heavenly host, by the power of God, thrust into
hell Satan and all evil spirits who wander through the
world for the ruin of souls. Amen.

God Bless Our Troops
Please remember all of our troops overseas, especially
members of Immaculate Conception Parish Family:
Jordan Todd Aguillard, Air Force; Jules Craig Cifreo,
Air Force.; Samuel Edward Guidroz, Navy; Quinton T.
Gaspard, P.F.C., Army.

Prayer Requests
Aguillard Family, Leslie Aguillard, Trevor Allement,
Janelle Amond, Tim Amond, Numa Aucoin, Shirley
Blauvelt, Herbert Brown, Kyle Cabalero, Lee Joseph
Comeaux, Brittany Costello, Jean David, Brilynn Davis,
Ronald Decuir, Landon Dickinson, Shannan Everett, Deborah Fountain, Robert Geier, Jr., Garrett Grafia, Alfred
Gremillion, Judy Gremillion, Susie Gremillion, Lyndon
Lynn Hernandez, Audrey Jarreau, Earl Jarreau, Sr., Laura
Jarreau, Lillie Betty Jarreau, Sharon Jarreau, Tess Jarreau,
Reid LaComb, Kevin LeBlanc, Kay Lee, Larry Lee,
Janice Marks, Doug Matte, Troy Menier, Gail Metz, Sheldon Moses, Linda Olinde, Corey Patin, John Gary Patin,
Jr., Abigail Politz, Shelby Porche, Dotti Purpera, Hank
Ryan, Hunter Schurba, Lou Sherman, James Thames,
Sonny Trabeaux, Ainsley Wolf.

This Week at I.C.C.
All masses and parish events will continue
to be suspended until further notice due
to the COVID-19 outbreak.
Fourth Sunday of Easter
May 3, 2020
He himself bore our sins in his body upon the cross,
so that, free from sin, we might live for righteousness.
— 1 Peter 2:24a

A Vocation View
Fourth Sunday of Easter – May 3, 2020
(World Day of Prayer for Vocations)
Whose voice will you follow –the Good Shepherd’s or a
stranger’s? Pray for a listening heart. If you think God is
calling you, call Fr. Andrew Merrick at (225) 336-8778,
amerrick@diobr.org.

Celebrate
I.C.C. Sunday Mass Online
Please join Fr. Todd as he celebrates the Holy Mass,
every Sunday at 10am, via live stream on our Parish
Facebook page.
Please go to www.immaculateconceptionlakeland.com
for more information.
Let us stay connected through prayer to God, and each
other, during this COVID-19 pandemic.

SAVE TIME
AND
DONATE ONLINE
Online Giving is now available for parishioners with
WeShare, an easy and convenient way to save time and
support the church. Donating is simple, safe, and completely secure.
With WeShare, you can set up a recurring weekly or
monthly transaction using your checking, saving, or credit
card account. You can decide how much to give to any
collection and make changes any time, day or night. Plus,
you can leave your checkbook at home on Sundays.
If you would like to enroll in Online Giving, please visit,
https://immaculateconceptionlakeland.weshareonline.org.
If you have any questions or concerns about the program
or would like help setting up your account, call our parish
office at 627-5124.

From The Pastor’s Desk
In Christ,
In the last week of April 1965, St. Pope Paul
VI released an encyclical letter to the Church simply
titled Mense Maio – “The Month of May”. The short
encyclical is about the devotion given to the Virgin
Mary during this month. May is traditionally dedicated to Mary in the Church. He opens the letter by
saying how his heart “rejoices at the thought of the
moving tribute of faith and love which will soon be
paid to the Queen of Heaven in every corner of the
earth.” The pontiff says that during this month when
so many offer acts of homage and veneration to
Mary in their churches and homes, that “God’s merciful gifts comes down to us from our Mother’s
throne” in greater abundance. Indeed, to form a relationship with Mary is to also grow into deeper relationship with her Son. “For what other reason do we
continually turn to Mary except to seek the Christ in
her arms, to seek our Savior in her, through her, and
with her?” In our anxieties and the perils of this
world, it is in Jesus, the Son of Mary, that we find a
“haven of salvation, a transcendent fountain of life.”
He goes on to explain that the purpose of the
encyclical is to call on the faithful to invoke Mary in
prayer for certain needs in the Church and world.
The first specific area of needed prayer in the Church
is for a successful conclusion and implementation of
the Second Vatican Council, which was coming to a
close that year.
The second call was to pray for peace in the
world. At that time, 1965, the Cold War rhetoric and
“proxy wars” between the western nations and the
Soviet Union were increasing, and the Vietnam War
was raging. After imploring leaders of the world to
seek out peaceful resolutions to conflict, and abstaining from abuses against human life, the Holy Father
reminds us that real peace is not achieved through
human endeavor, but by God’s providence. He
wrote, “Peace comes from heaven. It will truly reign
among men when we have finally proved ourselves
worthy to receive this gift from Almighty God. Just
as the happiness and destiny of nations are in His
power, so also are the hearts of men.” In keeping
with the message of the letter, he reminds the Church
to seek peace from heaven “by praying with constancy and watchfulness, as the Church has been
wont to do from her very beginning; by praying, in
particular, for the intercession and protection of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, who is the Queen of peace.”

Pope Paul said that throughout the month of
May the Church should “offer our pleas to the
Mother of God with greater devotion and confidence,
so that we may obtain her favor and her blessings.”
Despite the fact that human sin causes great suffering, and provokes God’s justice, and deserves punishment, “we must not forget the he is ‘the Father of
mercies and the God of all comfort,’ that He has appointed Mary most holy as the generous steward of
His merciful gifts.”
In his conclusion the pope asked that all pastors make it a priority to stress to the faithful the
need to turn to Mary in prayer during this month, and
to especially pray for these critical intentions of the
Church and world.
This invitation from 55 years ago is poignant
today, as we enter the month of May in yet another
time of great anxiety, and looking forward to a
“reopening” of society and our parish churches as the
pandemic is hopefully brought under control. We too
need to remember to pray to Mary and implore Divine assistance through her intercession for both the
Church and the world. As such, I strongly hope that
all us will dedicate ourselves to praying to Mary during this month. I recommend and ask that all of you
commit with me to praying the Rosary daily. It is the
perennial devotional prayer which has no equal in
the Church. By turning to Mary, we turn to her Son
who listens to her prayers on our behalf.
May she who experienced the cares and
hardships of earthly life, the weariness of daily toil,
the hardships and trials of poverty, and the sorrows
of Calvary, come to aid the needs of the Church and
the human race. May she graciously lend an ear to
the devout pleas of those all over the world who beg
her for peace. May she enlighten the minds of those
who rule nations. And finally, may she prevail on
God, who rules the winds and storms, to calm the
tempests in men’s warring hearts and grant us peace
in our day. – St. Pope Paul VI, Mense Maio
Totus Tuus,
Fr. Todd Lloyd

