IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
CATHOLIC CHURCH
P.O. Box 158, Lakeland, LA 70752
Parish Office: 627-5124 | Religious Education Office: 627-5819
Immaculateconceptionlakeland.com

STAFF
Pastor: Rev. C. Todd Lloyd
Business Manager: Patti Aguillard
Religious Education: Dina Tunstall
Music Coordinator: Jody Doucet

MASS TIMES
Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM
Sunday Masses: 7:00, 9:00, and 11:00 AM
Daily Masses: Tues. 6:00 PM & Wed.-Sat. 8:00 AM
Care of the Sick: For emergencies please call
immediately. Eucharist is brought to the
sick weekly. Families of those who are sick are
encouraged to notify the Parish Office as soon as
possible.
Reconciliation: Tues. 5:30 PM & Sat. 3:00 PM
Marriage: Couples are asked to contact the priest at
the beginning of the period of engagement or at
least six months prior to the projected date of
marriage.
Baptism: Celebrated monthly. Please contact
the Parish Office during early months of
pregnancy. Baptism preparation is required.

Scriptures for the Week
Monday: 2 Sm 5:1-7, 10; Ps 89:20-22, 25-26;
Mk 3:22-30
Tuesday: 2 Sm 6:12b-15, 17-19; Ps 24:7-10;
Mk 3:31-35
Wednesday: 2 Sm 7:4-17; Ps 89:4-5, 27-30; Mk 4:1-20
Thursday: 2 Sm 7:18-19, 24-29; Ps 132:1-5, 11-14;
Mk 4:21-25
Friday: 2 Sm 11:1-4a, 5-10a, 13-17;
Ps 51:3-7, 10-11; Mk 4:26-34
Saturday: 2 Sm 12:1-7a, 10-17; Ps 51:12-17;
Mk 4:35-41
Sunday: Mal 3:1-4; Ps 24:7-10; Heb 2:14-18;
Lk 2:22-40 [22-32]

A Vocation View
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time – January 26, 2020

Jesus proclaimed this theme: “Reform your lives!”
Are you bold enough to reform your life and proclaim
the Good News—perhaps as a priest, sister or
brother? If so, call Fr. Andrew Merrick at (225) 336
-8778, amerrick@diobr.org.

Your Stewardship
Collections

$ 9,060.98

Building Fund

$

150.00

God Bless Our Troops
Please remember all of our troops overseas, especially
members of Immaculate Conception Parish Family:
Jules Craig Cifreo Air Force.; Samuel Edward Guidroz,
Navy; Quinton T. Gaspard, P.F.C., Army.

Prayer Requests
Aguillard Family, Leslie Aguillard, Trevor Allement,
Janelle Amond, Numa Aucoin, Bobbie Bizette, Shirley
Blauvelt, Herbert Brown, Kyle Cabalero, Lee Joseph
Comeaux, Brittany Costello, Jean David, Brilynn Davis,
Ronald Decuir, Landon Dickinson, Shannan Everett, Deborah Fountain, Robert Geier, Jr., Garrett Grafia, Alfred
Gremillion, Judy Gremillion, Susie Gremillion, Lyndon
Lynn Hernandez, Audrey Jarreau, Earl Jarreau, Sr., Laura
Jarreau, Lillie Betty Jarreau, Sharon Jarreau, Tess Jarreau,
Reid LaComb, Kay Lee, Larry Lee, Troy Menier, Doug
Matte, Gail Metz, Sheldon Moses, Phyllis Naquin, Helen
Olinde, Linda Olinde, Corey Patin, John Gary Patin, Jr.,
Shelby Porche, Dotti Purpera, Hank Ryan, Hunter
Schurba, Lou Sherman, James Thames, Sonny Trabeaux,
Ainsley Wolf.

This Week at I.C.C.
01/28

Rel. Ed Grades 1st & 2nd
@ 5:30pm.
PAL Meeting
@ 6pm Rm #2.

01/29

Rel. Ed Grades 3rd - 5th
@ 5:30pm.

02/01

Confirmation Rehearsal
@ 5pm in Church.

If you require an end of the year Contribution Statement
for 2019, please call the Parish Office at 627-5124. All
requested statements will be mailed out by January 31,
2020.

Sympathy
The Sympathy of Immaculate Conception Church Parish
Family is extended to:
Family of Alberta David.
Family of Daryl David.

25th, 50th, 65th & Over
Diocesan Wedding
Anniversary Celebration
Bishop Michael Duca will celebrate a liturgy at 2pm on
Sunday, February 23, 2020, at St. Thomas More
Church. The Bishop will be honoring couples on their
25th, 50th, 65th or greater wedding anniversary.
Couples wishing to attend should contact the Parish Office, at 627-5124, as soon as possible. The registration
deadline is Wednesday, February 6, 2020.

2020/2021
Pre-School Registration
Immaculate Conception Preschool Learning Center will
be taking applications for the upcoming 2020/2021 preschool year. The program offers a “hands-on”, age appropriate pre-k curriculum for children ages 3, 4 & 5.
(children must turn 3 by Dec. 31, 2020)
Preschool hours: 8:30-2:00 M/W/F
Application forms can be found near side door of Office
of Christian Formation and must be received by Feb. 4,
2:00pm. For more information contact Skye Johnston in
the Office of Christian Formation at 225-627-5819.

2020/2021 Deadline: Feb 4, 2020

From The Pastor’s Desk
In Christ,
On September 30, 2019, Pope Francis gave the
Apostolic Letter Aperuit Illis to the Church. In that letter
the Holy Father instituted the “Sunday of the Word of
God”, to be observed on the Third Sunday of Ordinary
Time; this Sunday. In the letter he stresses the importance
of familiarity with scripture to our being authentically
Christian. He said: “The relationship between the Risen
Lord, the community of believers and sacred Scripture is
essential to our identity as Christians.” He said that “the
events of the mission of Jesus and of his Church in this
world would remain incomprehensible” without the
Scriptures.
The pope made certain recommendations on how
communities might mark this celebration in the Sunday
liturgies. He also wrote of how this could be of ecumenical importance, as stressing the critical role of the Bible in
faith could help us to be more closely united with Jews, as
well as our fellow Christians. Above all, he stresses the
need for Catholics to hear the word of God proclaimed at
Mass, explained well in the homily, and also to be encouraged to engage in reading and reflecting on scripture
outside of Mass. He wrote “A profound bond links sacred
Scripture and the faith of believers. Since faith comes
from hearing, and what is heard is based on the word of
Christ (cf. Rom 10:17), believers are bound to listen attentively to the word of the Lord, both in the celebration of
the liturgy and in their personal prayer and reflection.” He
even goes on to suggest giving a Bible to members of the
congregation. We are not giving out Bibles this Sunday,
but I do expect everyone to have and read a Bible at
home. If you do not have a Bible, I encourage you to get
one, and offer my assistance if needed.
Certain parts of Scripture, especially the Old Testament, can be both intimidating and confusing. Nonetheless, there is not a single word of scripture that is without
importance to our Christian faith. The Holy Father points
out the profound truth that the whole Bible, Old and New
Testaments, is ultimately about the Christ. He wrote:
“Not simply a part, but the whole of Scripture speaks of
Christ.”
Pope Francis also points out that the purpose of
scripture is to reveal to us what is needed for salvation.
He wrote: “Everything is directed to this purpose [our
salvation] and essential to the very nature of the Bible,
which takes shape as a history of salvation in which God
speaks and acts in order to encounter all men and women
and to save them from evil and death.” But then he also
explains that this saving purpose of scripture is only
achieved through the proper reading of scripture, through
the work of the Holy Spirit. He says, “Without the work
of the Spirit, there would always be a risk of remaining
limited to the written text alone. This would open the way
to a fundamentalist reading, which needs to be avoided,

lest we betray the inspired, dynamic and spiritual character of the sacred text. As the Apostle reminds us: ‘The
letter kills, but the Spirit gives life’ (2 Cor 3:6).” The
Spirit makes Scripture more than just words on paper, but
the living word of God, “experienced and handed down in
the faith of his holy people.”
As Catholics, when we read the Bible, it must be
read in the light of the Holy Spirit who inspired the authors to write, and the Church to interpret its meaning
throughout the generations. We do not each individually
have the power to garner the meaning of Scripture’s revelations on our own, but must do so united, as the Church.
The pope explained, “We need to have confidence in the
working of the Holy Spirit as he continues in his own way
to provide ‘inspiration’ whenever the Church teaches the
sacred Scriptures, whenever the Magisterium authentically interprets them, and whenever each believer makes
them the norm of his or her spiritual life.”
One place that any member of our parish can turn
to help them better read and understand the Holy Bible
according to the teachings of the Church is
FORMED.ORG. If you are not already registered to use
FORMED, I ask you to do so. As of now there are only
50 families registered to use FORMED from our parish. It
is easy to register and use. All you have to do is go to
FORMED.ORG on your web browser and click “sign
up”; click “I belong to a parish/organization”; type in
“Immaculate Conception Lakeland” and find our parish.
Then you register with your email address and login.
Once you have an account you have access to everything
on your computer, and on apps for most smart devices
and media platforms. There are several video and audio
Bible studies, as well as brief videos on the Sunday readings.
Pope Francis concluded his letter saying, “May
the Sunday of the Word of God help his people to grow in
religious and intimate familiarity with the sacred Scriptures. For as the sacred author taught of old: ‘This word is
very near to you: it is in your mouth and in your heart for
your observance’ (Dt 30:14).”
Totus Tuus,
Fr. Todd Lloyd

Retrouvaille Weekend
Life can be difficult, and so can the challenges you face in
marriage. Retrouvaille, a Christian-based program, is a
peer ministry of volunteer couples that can help you learn
the tools of healthy communication, build intimacy and
heal, just as they have done in their own marriages.
Retrouvaille can help get your relationship back on track.
When: March 6-8, 2020
Contact: Bill & Missie Curth at (985) 232-5963
Visit The Website: HelpOurMarriage.com

