IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
CATHOLIC CHURCH
P.O. Box 158, Lakeland, LA 70752
Parish Office: 627-5124 | Religious Education Office: 627-5819
Immaculateconceptionlakeland.com

STAFF
Pastor: Rev. C. Todd Lloyd
Business Manager: Patti Aguillard
Religious Education: Dina Tunstall
Music Coordinator: Jody Doucet

MASS TIMES
Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM
Sunday Masses: 7:00, 9:00, and 11:00 AM
Daily Masses: Tues. 6:00 PM & Wed.-Sat. 8:00 AM
Care of the Sick: For emergencies please call
immediately. Eucharist is brought to the
sick weekly. Families of those who are sick are
encouraged to notify the Parish Office as soon as
possible.
Reconciliation: Tues. 5:30 PM & Sat. 3:00 PM
Marriage: Couples are asked to contact the priest at
the beginning of the period of engagement or at
least six months prior to the projected date of
marriage.
Baptism: Celebrated monthly. Please contact
the Parish Office during early months of
pregnancy. Baptism preparation is required.

This Week at I.C.C.

Scriptures for the Week
Monday: Is 4:2-6; Ps 122:1-9; Mt 8:5-11
Tuesday: Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17;
Lk 10:21-24
Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a; Ps 23:1-6; Mt 15:29-37
Thursday: Is 26:1-6; Ps 118:1, 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a;
Mt 7:21, 24-27
Friday: Is 29:17-24; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Mt 9:27-31
Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26; Ps 147:1-6;
Mt 9:35 — 10:1
Sunday: Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17;
Rom 15:4-9; Mt 3:1-12

12/02

Rel. Ed Class Grades 6th-8th
@ 5:15pm.

12/03

Rel. Ed Class Grades 1st & 2nd
@ 5:30pm.
PAL Meeting
@ 6pm in Rm #2.
KC Meeting.

12/05

Advent Seminar
@ 6pm in Church.

12/07

KC’s Christmas Social
@ 6pm.

Sympathy

A VOCATION VIEW
st

1 Sunday of Advent – December 1, 2019
St. Paul tells us that the love we received from the Lord
must increase and be shared with those around us that we
need to be holy before God. Are you willing to teach the
Gospel to others and to help prepare them for the coming
of the Lord? If yes, call or email Fr. Andrew Merrick at
(225) 336-8778, amerrick@diobr.org.

Prayer Requests
Aguillard Family, Leslie Aguillard, Trevor Allement,
Janelle Amond, Numa Aucoin, Shirley Blauvelt, Herbert
Brown, Kyle Cabalero, Charles Chustz, Sadie Collins,
Lee Joseph Comeaux, Brittany Costello, Jean David,
Ronald Decuir, Landon Dickinson, Shannan Everett, Deborah Fountain, Robert Geier, Jr., Garrett Grafia, Alfred
Gremillion, Judy Gremillion, Susie Gremillion, Lyndon
Lynn Hernandez, Audrey Jarreau, Earl Jarreau, Sr., Laura
Jarreau, Lillie Betty Jarreau, Sharon Jarreau, Tess Jarreau,
Reid LaComb, Yvonne Lazare, Kay Lee, Larry Lee, Troy
Menier, Doug Matte, Gail Metz, David Mohr, Sheldon
Moses, Vickie Mounger, Phyllis Naquin, Linda Olinde,
Corey Patin, John Gary Patin, Jr., Nora Porche, Shelby
Porche, Dotti Purpera, Hank Ryan, Hunter Schurba, Lou
Sherman, James Thames, Sonny Trabeaux, Ainsley Wolf.

God Bless Our Troops
Please remember all of our troops overseas, especially
members of Immaculate Conception Parish Family:
Lance Corporal Metoyer, Marines; P.F.C.; SPC; Timothy
J. Loucks, Corporal U.S. Marine; Lance Corporal Gary
R. Major, Jr., Corporal; Private First Class; Major
Jordan Morris; Lieutenant Stephen Burleigh, Jr.; MT2
Jacob Lamotte; Sgt. Greg Silva, Army; Jules Craig Cifreo
Air Force.; Samuel Edward Guidroz, Navy; Quinton T.
Gaspard, P.F.C., Army.

The Sympathy of Immaculate Conception Church Parish
Family is extended to:
Family of Earl Joseph Andre’, Jr.

The Giving Tree
Once again, the Ladies Auxiliary will be sponsoring The
Giving Tree. The tree with the ornaments is located in
the Activity Center. All gifts MUST be returned, under
the tree in the hall, by December 8th . Please return the
ornament with your gift. Thank you for your generosity
in helping a child have a Merry Christmas.

Advent Seminar
This Advent, learn how to defend the Blessed Mother using the Bible! Scott Smith is giving a series of three
talks in December based on his new book Everything You
Need to Know About Mary. Scott will teach how the Virgin Mary is the New Eve, the New Ark , and the New
Queen of Israel, respectively.
When: Thursdays, December 5th, 12th & 19th
Where: Immaculate Conception Church
Time: 6pm

Nursing Home Ministry
Our 1st and 2nd graders will hold their annual drive to
collect new socks for local nursing home residents. They
are asking for your help so that they will have “plenty” of
warm socks to bring to the residents.
Please leave men’s or ladies socks in the box outside the
Office of Christian Formation by Sunday, December 8,
2019.
If you are interested in making a monetary donation instead, please place your donation in an envelope labeled
Nursing Home and kindly drop it in the mail slot at the
Office of Christian Formation.

From The Pastor’s Desk
In Christ,
On November 16th Archbishop Salvatore Cordileone of San Francisco offered a Solemn Pontifical
High Mass at the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington, D.C. It was part of a larger effort
to revive and strengthen the tradition of liturgical arts,
especially sacred music, in the Church in America.
Archbishop Cordileone’s homily touched on the vocation
of the Church as mother, and the importance of beauty in
her ministry. I’d like to share a part of the archbishop’s
homily with you:
“The Church is our mother: a mother welcomes,
nourishes, consoles and unites. Where do newcomers in a
strange land turn when they feel disoriented, afraid or unwelcomed? They turn to the Church. For Catholics especially, the Church is home wherever they are in the world.
And those who are poor or suffering in any way or in a
traumatic period of crisis, even if they rarely darken the
door of a church building, when the time comes to seek
relief they will come to the Church, knowing that the people there will not turn them away, but succor them in their
need.
“To some it might seem hypocrisy to speak of
care for the poor in the midst of this elaborate liturgy taking place in such an ornate house of worship. Of course,
what comes to mind immediately is the story of the mysterious woman with the alabaster jar of perfumed oil,
who, in an act of extreme extravagance, pours out the exorbitantly expensive ointment upon the head of Jesus in a
gesture of anointing. We know how the story goes: to the
naysayers who complain about such a huge waste, when
the oil could have been sold and the money given to the
poor, Jesus retorts: ‘The poor you will always have with
you; but you will not always have me.’
“But coming from San Francisco as I do, another
more recent and local example comes to mind. This was
in the early 1970’s, just months after the dedication of the
brand new St. Mary’s Cathedral, when none other than
Dorothy Day went there to take part in a meeting being
held in the conference center under the church. Not surprisingly (especially given that moment of history) one
such naysayer spoke up, complaining that their meeting to
discuss the needs of the poor was taking place in such an
extravagant edifice. Many cheered him on, but Dorothy
Day was not one of them. She forthrightly said: ‘The
Church has an obligation to feed the poor, and we cannot
spend all our money on buildings. However, there are
many kinds of hunger. There is a hunger for bread, and
we must give people food. But there is also a hunger for
beauty –and there are very few beautiful places that the
poor can get into. Here is a place of transcendent beauty,
and it is as accessible to the homeless in the Tenderloin [a
neighborhood in SF] as it is to the mayor of San Francisco.’

“We must do many things to serve the poor, and
certainly attending to their material needs is one of them.
But as the Servant of God Dorothy Day points out, we
must also feed their soul. Perhaps what the poor most lack
in their lives is beauty: being dignified by that beauty
which ennobles and elevates the soul, assuring them of
their equal dignity as a fellow child of God whom God
created in His image and likeness. It is not hyperbole,
then, to say that what we do today is a service to the poor.
As Dorothy Day would have it, the poorest person on the
streets of our nation’s capital has access to this magnificent church built to the glory of God, access to the profoundly beautiful music, access to the beauty of the ritual.
“There is another sense, though, to what we do
today being a service to the poor, for there are many kinds
of poverty. Economic poverty is only one. There is also
spiritual poverty, a poverty of the soul. The absence of
beauty and prevalence of the ugly eventually corrupts a
soul, leading to spiritual misery. This is indicative of a
spiritual disease affecting our society today, the signs of
which are all around us: anger, irrational intolerance toward those with different points of view, predation upon
those in a disadvantaged power differential, an epidemic
of depression. We live in the most affluent society in the
history of the world, and what is the result? Anger, division, injustice and depression.
“The Church in her wisdom has always understood that truth, beauty and goodness are all necessary to
repair a broken society and build a flourishing civilization. These, indeed, are the three pillars upon which the
Church built Western civilization and has given so much
to the world. Goodness alone won’t work, for without
truth it will at best only sooth the symptoms of suffering,
but not get to the root causes; neither will truth alone
work, for the truth needs to be translated into concrete
action and expressed through the power of beauty. All
three are necessary, because the human person is an integral whole: goodness feeds the body, truth feeds the mind,
and beauty feeds the soul. Perhaps it is the service of
beauty that is most lacking in the world today, which explains the spiritual malaise in which we find ourselves.
Truly, we can do no better than to dedicate ourselves to
the service of beauty, reclaiming its power to heal and
unite.”
Archbishop Cordileone concluded by saying that
beauty is unique for those who have the Christian faith.
Christian beauty is always presented through the lens of
Jesus’ crucifixion. Thus, Christian beauty is humble, selfsacrificial, and God-centered, not self-centered. The best
example of this kind of beauty is Mary. According to the
archbishop, “She is all-beautiful, because she reflects the
beauty of her Creator, her Son and her Spouse.” The
Church, and her liturgy, should do the same.
Totus Tuus,
Fr. Todd Lloyd

