IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
CATHOLIC CHURCH
P.O. Box 158, Lakeland, LA 70752
Parish Office: 627-5124 | Religious Education Office: 627-5819
Immaculateconceptionlakeland.com

STAFF
Pastor: Rev. C. Todd Lloyd
Business Manager: Patti Aguillard
Religious Education: Dina Tunstall
Music Coordinator: Jody Doucet

MASS TIMES
Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM
Sunday Masses: 7:00, 9:00, and 11:00 AM
Daily Masses: Tues. 6:00 PM & Wed.-Sat. 8:00 AM
Care of the Sick: For emergencies please call
immediately. Eucharist is brought to the
sick weekly. Families of those who are sick are
encouraged to notify the Parish Office as soon as
possible.
Reconciliation: Tues. 5:30 PM & Sat. 3:00 PM
Marriage: Couples are asked to contact the priest at
the beginning of the period of engagement or at
least six months prior to the projected date of
marriage.
Baptism: Celebrated monthly. Please contact
the Parish Office during early months of
pregnancy. Baptism preparation is required.

Scriptures for the Week
Monday: Acts 4:23-31; Ps 2:1-9; Jn 3:1-8
Tuesday: Acts 4:32-37; Ps 93:1-2, 5; Jn 3:7b-15
Wednesday: Acts 5:17-26; Ps 34:2-9; Jn 3:16-21
Thursday: Acts 5:27-33; Ps 34:2, 9, 17-20;
Jn 3:31-36
Friday: Acts 5:34-42; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Jn 6:1-15
Saturday: 1 Pt 5:5b-14; Ps 89:2-3, 6-7, 16-17;
Mk 16:15-20
Sunday: Acts 2:14, 22-33; Ps 16:1-2, 5, 7-11;
1 Pt 1:17-21; Lk 24:13-35

This Week at I.C.C.
As of March 17, 2020
All masses and parish events will be suspended until further notice due to the
COVID-19 outbreak.

Your Stewardship
Collections

$ 2,850.00

Celebrate
I.C.C. Sunday Mass Online
Please join Fr. Todd as he celebrates the Holy Mass,
every Sunday at 10am, via live stream on our Parish
Facebook page.
Please go to www.immaculateconceptionlakeland.com
for more information.
Let us stay connected through prayer to God, and each
other, during this COVID-19 pandemic.

God Bless Our Troops
Please remember all of our troops overseas, especially
members of Immaculate Conception Parish Family:
Jordan Todd Aguillard, Air Force; Jules Craig Cifreo,
Air Force.; Samuel Edward Guidroz, Navy; Quinton T.
Gaspard, P.F.C., Army.

Prayer Requests
Aguillard Family, Leslie Aguillard, Trevor Allement,
Janelle Amond, Tim Amond, Numa Aucoin, Shirley
Blauvelt, Herbert Brown, Kyle Cabalero, Lee Joseph
Comeaux, Brittany Costello, Jean David, Brilynn Davis,
Ronald Decuir, Landon Dickinson, Shannan Everett, Deborah Fountain, Robert Geier, Jr., Garrett Grafia, Alfred
Gremillion, Judy Gremillion, Susie Gremillion, Lyndon
Lynn Hernandez, Audrey Jarreau, Earl Jarreau, Sr., Laura
Jarreau, Lillie Betty Jarreau, Sharon Jarreau, Tess Jarreau,
Reid LaComb, Kevin LeBlanc, Kay Lee, Larry Lee,
Janice Marks, Doug Matte, Troy Menier, Gail Metz, Sheldon Moses, Linda Olinde, Corey Patin, John Gary Patin,
Jr., Abigail Politz, Shelby Porche, Dotti Purpera, Hank
Ryan, Hunter Schurba, Lou Sherman, James Thames,
Sonny Trabeaux, Ainsley Wolf.

Fair Raffle Tickets
Please continue to send in your raffle tickets to the office
via mail, drop off at the Parish Office or place in our drop
box. The drawing will continue as planned on May 2,
2020. Thanks for your support during this very difficult
time.

SAVE TIME
AND
DONATE ONLINE
Online Giving is now available for parishioners with
WeShare, an easy and convenient way to save time and
support the church. Donating is simple, safe, and completely secure.
With WeShare, you can set up a recurring weekly or
monthly transaction using your checking, saving, or credit
card account. You can decide how much to give to any
collection and make changes any time, day or night. Plus,
you can leave your checkbook at home on Sundays.
If you would like to enroll in Online Giving, please visit,
https://immaculateconceptionlakeland.weshareonline.org.
If you have any questions or concerns about the program
or would like help setting up your account, call our parish
office at 627-5124.

From The Pastor’s Desk
In Christ,
In the Diary of St. Faustina, Divine Mercy in My
Soul, she records this message of Jesus about the Sunday
after Easter, now called “Divine Mercy Sunday”: I desire
that the Feast of Mercy be a refuge and shelter for all
souls, and especially for poor sinners. On that day the
very depths of My tender mercy are open. I pour out a
whole ocean of graces upon those souls who approach the
Fount of My Mercy. The soul that will go to Confession
and receive Holy Communion shall obtain complete forgiveness of sins and punishment. On that day all the divine floodgates through which graces flow are opened.
Let no soul fear to draw near to Me, even though its sins
be as scarlet. My mercy is so great that no mind, be it of
man or of angel, will be able to fathom it throughout all
eternity.
In the midst of our social distancing, we might be
left wondering how we can fulfill the requirements of
confession and Holy Communion in order to receive this
great grace. Thankfully Jesus’ unfathomable mercy is not
restricted by locked doors, as we see on the first Easter
night when the apostles were hiding. He can still come to
us, into our homes and through our closed doors, and say
to us, “Peace be with you!” while he offers this grace (cf.
John 20:19).
There is a way, based soundly on Church teaching and tradition, for us to respond to Jesus’ offer of infinite mercy. In regards to reconciliation, The Catechism of
the Catholic Church 1452 says When it arises from a love
by which God is loved above all else, contrition is called
“perfect” (contrition of charity). Such contrition remits
venial sins; it also obtains forgiveness of mortal sins if it
includes the firm resolution to have recourse to sacramental confession as soon as possible.
When the time comes that we are able to return to
normalcy in our community, one of my first priorities will
be to schedule a penance service where confession will be
available for an extended period of time so that everyone
who makes a perfect act of contrition at this time will be
able to fulfill their promise to go to confession right away.
This leaves the issue of Holy Communion. When
we cannot receive Holy Communion we are encouraged
to pray for a “Spiritual Communion”. By making an Act
of Spiritual Communion, we express our faith in Christ’s
Real Presence in the Eucharist and ask him to unite himself with us, even when we cannot receive the sacrament
physically. In his encyclical Ecclesia de Eucharistia,
Pope St. John Paul II taught: In the Eucharist, “unlike any
other sacrament, the mystery [of communion] is so perfect that it brings us to the heights of every good thing:
Here is the ultimate goal of every human desire, because
here we attain God and God joins himself to us in the
most perfect union.” Precisely for this reason it is good to
cultivate in our hearts a constant desire for the sacrament

of the Eucharist. This was the origin of the practice of
“spiritual communion,” which has happily been established in the Church for centuries and recommended by
saints who were masters of the spiritual life. St. Teresa of
Jesus wrote: “When you do not receive communion and
you do not attend Mass, you can make a spiritual communion, which is a most beneficial practice; by it the love
of God will be greatly impressed on you”.
While we may not be able to gather to go to confession or receive Holy Communion at Mass, we should
trust in the Lord’s desire to give to us his great gift of
mercy, most of all on this Sunday of Divine Mercy. In
order to fulfill his invitation to receive this great grace
this Sunday, pray a perfect act of contrition – including
with the firm resolution to go to confession as soon as it is
available; make an act of Spiritual Communion; participate in a Mass via media; and pray the Chaplet of Divine
Mercy.
Here is a formula for a perfect contrition and
Spiritual Communion which you can use:
Eternal Father, please grant me perfect sorrow
for my sins. I am sorry for my sins above all because they
wound my relationship with You and the Sacred Heart of
Your Son. Lord Jesus, I trust in Your unfathomable Divine
Mercy. Please hear my contrition for sin. I promise to
return to your tribunal of Mercy, the sacrament of penance, to confess my sins to Your priest and receive absolution as soon as possible. Please reconcile me now to
You and Your Father, through the miraculous sanctification of the Holy Spirit.
“My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the
most Blessed Sacrament. I love You above all things and I
desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot now
receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into
my heart. I embrace You as if You were already there,
and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be
separated from You” (St. Alphonsus de Liguori).
Lord Jesus, You promised St. Faustina the special
grace of complete forgiveness of sins and punishment to
anyone who venerates Your Mercy on this day, the Feast
of Your Divine Mercy, and who goes to confession and
receives Holy Communion. Though I cannot go to confession or Mass, hear my prayers of perfect contrition and
spiritual communion, and grant me that grace. Jesus, I
Trust in You!
Totus Tuus,
Fr. Todd Lloyd

O, Blood and Water, which gushed
forth from the Heart of Jesus as a
fountain of Mercy for us,
I trust in You!

